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BULLETIN

T'his Day in Yale History, 1979

January 16, 1979 / Fire extinguisher abuse hits peak
By Andy Perkins

Students unnecessarily discharged more than 1,000 fire ex-
tinguishers last term, costing the University about $35,000 and
prompting threats of withdrawal of coverage from Aetna, Yale’s in-
surance company.

Inresponse to the problem, the Council of Masters and Yale Col-
lege Executive Committee have increased the fine for the misuse of
fire extinguishers from $25 to $100, and tightened up the enforce-
ment of the regulation.

This misuse is the worst in the last nine years, Fire Marshall Ed-
mund Sterniak said yesterday. The University must now employ two
men full time at $25,000 a year each, just to refill the extinguishers
used in student water battles.
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