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Dear Readers,

Thank you for your
continued interest in the
Westword. We are honored
to be the student voice of
the Westhill community.
We are thrilled to share this
edition with you.

As the end of the
year approaches, we are
proud to present the final
issue of The Westword for
the 2025-2026 school year.
At 38 pages, this is the larg-
est issue we have published
in years, and it represents
months of hard work, crea-
tivity, and dedication from
our staff.

This issue captures
many of the conversations,
events, and changes that
have shaped the Viking
community throughout
the year. In News, writers
examine topics impacting
both students inside and
outside of Westhill, from
rising gas prices and park-
ing concerns to discussions
about the school schedule
and future of the New Ar-
rivals Program. Our Fea-
ture and Special Report
sections take a closer look
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at the construction trans-
forming our campus and
the upcoming change in
district leadership.

Readers will also find a
variety of storues through-
out our Las Noticias,
Limelight, Viewpoint, and
Sports sections, covering
everything from the 2026
World Cup and the Gram-
mys to March Madness and
other current events. One
of the highlights of this
issue is our special sup-
plement, filled with Senior
Wills, where graduating
members of our staff and
outside the Westword leave
behnd their final thoughts
and words of advice.

For me and many of
the editors, this issue car-
ries special meaning. It is
not only the final issue of
the year, but also our final
issue as a member of the
Westword. Being a part of
this newspaper has been
one of the most rewarding
experiences of my time at
Westhill. It has given me
the opportunity to tell im-
portant stories, work along-
side students in a team, and
help document the mo-
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ments that makes Westhill
a true Viking community.

I want to thank every
writer, reporter, editor, and
photographer who contrib-
uted to this publication, an
a special thanks to advisors
James Laber and Michael
von Wahlde. Their hard
work made these 38 pag-
es possible. I also want to
thank you, the reader, for
supporting student journal-
ism and taking time to en-
gage and slip through the
stories we share.

As I turn the page to
the next chapter, I am con-
fident that the Westword
will continue to grow and
thrive. I hope you enjoy
this final issue as much as
we enjoyed creating it.

Sincerely,
Tamara Hill
Editor-in-Chief
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If you have an announcement or an
advertisement you would like published
in the next issue, please DM on Instagram
at @thewestword

The Westword will be guided in the
publication of material by a concern for
truth, human decency, and human ben-
efit. It is published during the school
year by The Westword staff, along with
the Communications and Journalism
classes. Letters to the Editor, advertis-
ing requests, comments, criticism, or
suggestions are always welcome. The
views expressed in Viewpoint do not
necessarily represent the opinions of
The Westword.
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