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Quinnipiac University students are required 
to take a few general education courses along 
with core classes that align with their major. This 
curriculum launched in fall 2015 and now, 10 
years later, it is under review.

The University Curriculum integrates cours-
es such as first-year seminar, first-year writing, 
mathematics, social science, humanities, fine arts 
and natural science. The courses allow students 
to gain an education outside of their desired ma-
jor to expose them to different perspectives.

After a decade, a review of the University 
Curriculum is being launched.

Vice President for Academic Innovation & 
Effectiveness Annalisa Zinn believes that this 
curriculum is more than a set of requirements.

Zinn says that the curriculum is the heart. 
It’s how Quinnipiac professors and advisors 
prepare their students to be successful in their 
future by learning how to navigate through 
complex situations and respond to any chal-
lenges and opportunities that come up.

“This is a moment to think creatively about 
how we can design a general education experi-
ence that is not only distinctive to our institu-
tion, but also deeply relevant to the world our 
students are entering,” Zinn wrote in an email 
to The Chronicle. “It’s a chance to shape a 
curriculum that equips students with the intel-
lectual tools, cross-disciplinary thinking, and 
adaptable skills they need to lead, contribute, 
and thrive after graduation.”

According to Zinn, it is Quinnipiac’s goal to 
ensure that the University Curriculum courses 
help students prepare for their future.

“We are in the early stages of reviewing the 
UC,” Director of General Education Jill Fehlei-
son wrote. “Our initial focus will be on what stu-
dents need from their general education and what 
structure would best deliver the curriculum.”

Many other colleges and universities are 
looking to change, or have already changed, their 

curriculum as well.
According to Fehleison, most schools regu-

larly review and revise their curriculum based on 
assessment and the needs of the students

The University of Connecticut is implement-
ing a new common curriculum this year for all 
first-year and readmitted students for leadership 
and global citizenship.

State-level legislative actions in Ohio, Utah 
and Florida are reshaping the general education 
requirements to focus on civics and Western civ-
ilization. They are also banning specific gender 
and race courses.

First-year occupational therapy major Alexia 
Pawlow finds the university curriculum courses 
at Quinnipiac to be useful, for the most part.

“I think that the basic math, English and sci-
ence courses are necessary to take, because they 
are common skills that go into your everyday 
life as an OT,” Pawlow said. “However, being 
forced to take a film, or criminal justice class 
doesn’t relate to my major whatsoever, so in a 
way I feel it’s pointless.”

Pawlow also mentioned how English is an 
important course that she would take, even if it 
was not necessary. She believes you must know 
“how to dissect articles” to understand what peo-
ple say in any major or field.

First-year applied business major Megan 
Barnes had a different take than Pawlow.

“I think that the University Curriculum 
should not be required because if we are paying 
for our courses then we should be able to choose 
what classes we want to take,” she said.

Senior interdisciplinary studies and spe-
cial education major Kayla Dupper had a 
different opinion; she believes that univer-
sity curriculum is important and the building 
block for her future career.

“Learning different subjects and topics 
helps me develop a sense of comfort as I 
know I will be dealing with all subjects in the 
future,” Dupper said.

Although Dupper finds the curriculum im-

portant, she worries that it may affect and not co- 
interact with her specific major classes that are 
necessary for graduation. Besides this, she finds 
general education necessary for the improve-
ment of academics and skills.

“General education improves people’s aca-
demics and real world skills by improving their 
ability to understand and communicate effective-
ly with others in any field,” Dupper said.

Quinnipiac’s curriculum blends a mix-
ture of foundational knowledge and skills 
that are needed to succeed in future careers 
and adapt quickly to different situations 
and environments.

The curriculum consists of 15 core courses or 
46 academic credits that must be taken through-
out your undergraduate experience.

“I think the Quinnipiac University curricu-
lum is well organized and helps students build 
useful skills. It seems balanced, with a mix of 
core classes and classes focused on each indi-
vidual major,” Sebastian Thomas, a sophomore 
finance major, said. “Overall, Quinnipiac Uni-
versity’s plan supports students in learning and 
preparing for their future careers.”

Students have a wide variety of different 
classes they can take to fulfill these credits, pro-
viding students with many options to pick class-
es they are genuinely interested in.

Junior psychology major Melia Peragine was 
undeclared in the College of Arts and Sciences 
for almost two years. The university curriculum 
allowed her to explore random classes and ma-
jors while still getting the necessary credits.

“Though this benefitted me, I know peo-
ple who knew what they wanted to pursue 
and hated that they had to take random class-
es just to fill credit. To better prepare people 
for their future careers, having a hands-on re-
quirement could help (internship, volunteer, 
certification),” Peragine said.

We will have to see what changes, if 
any, come from the review of classes be-
ing conducted.
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University's General Curriculum 
put under review
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Students without the proper parking pass wishing to park in Hilltop Lot are given a 
20-minute parking pass and must leave their driver’s license with the Public Safety 
officer at the gate. 

permitted to park in Hilltop Lot during week-
days. Any student with a valid parking pass may 
park in Hilltop Lot on the weekends starting on 
Friday at 5 p.m. until Monday 5 a.m.

“It’s crazy. I’m just going to go pick 
people up,” Cox said.

Many students have similar experiences from 
the past few weeks. Some have had their licenses 
taken at the gate in exchange for a 20-minute park-
ing pass issued by Public Safety. Licenses are only 
returned to students as they leave campus.

“If a student does not have a valid park-
ing permit for Hilltop and wishes to drop off 
passengers or groceries, they may request a 
20 minute temporary pass.” Elizabeth Brown, 
executive director of One Stop, in coordina-
tion with the Department of Public Safety, 
wrote to The Chronicle.

This policy is a new addition to the existing 
parking rules and regulations.

“Drivers who are dropping off passengers 
must provide the gate officer a form of identifi-
cation (driver’s license or student ID). They will 
be given a temporary pass and granted access for 
a 20-minute period. The driver will receive their 
identification back when they return the pass to 
the officer at the gate,” Brown wrote.

The document outlining these changes 
will be integrated into the existing parking 
policy this summer in preparations for the 
2026-27 school year.

As of now, “The document was recently de-
veloped to ensure that the policy is clear and was 
shared with all Public Safety officers and One 
Stop Employees,” Brown wrote.

The new policy has left students con-
fused and irritated as they try to navigate 
parking on main campus.

“It does not make sense that the people who 
live on main campus cannot park on main cam-
pus,” Lauren Fadairo, a sophomore data science 
and business analytics double major, said.

Many students share her frustration. Some 
students are concerned that the new policy is 
unnecessary given the existing parking policy.

“They’re not worried about the fact that we’re 
going to stay in there because if we stay there, 
we’re going to get a ticket anyway,” Fadairo said.

So far, the new policy has only created more 
inconvenience for students as they struggle to 
understand the logistics.

“If they take the (student ID) card, 

how are they even going to get in (to their 
dorm)?” Fadairo said.

Many students are left wondering why this 
policy was created and what to do going forward.

“I mean, I get it. You don’t want people 
to go in there if they’re not supposed to, 
and you don’t want campus to be in any 
danger, but I am a Quinnipiac student. So 
I don’t understand why I’m not allowed to 
go in there and pick someone up or drop 
someone off,” Cox said.

Students looking for more information regard-
ing parking rules and regulations can find them on 
the parking page of the Quinnipiac website.
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