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The Next Great Frontier

“PROJECT HAIL MARY” LANDED IN THEATERS THIS PAST FRIDAY, AND THE MOVIE HAS ALREADY BEGUN TO MAKE WAVES IN THE BOX OFFICE.
ADAPTED FROM SGIENGE FIGTION ANDY WEIR’S NOVEL OF THE SAME NAME, THE STORY DETAILS AN UNLIKELY ASTRONAUT TASKED WITH SAV-
ING HUMANITY FROM EXTINGTION. WEIR USES REAL SCIENGE AND HIS OWN IMAGINATION TO GREATE WORLDS AND LIFEFORMS BEYOND OUR
CURRENT UNDERSTANDING, AND IT BEGS THE QUESTION: WHAT’S REALLY OUT THERE IN SPAGE® WRITERS OF THE LIFE SECTION HAVE COME
TOGETHER TO SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS ON WHAT PLANET THEY THINK HUMANITY SHOULD BLAST OFF TO IN SEARGH OF DISCOVERY.

by Samantha Brody
LIFE EDITOR

SHE/HER/HERS
sab23059@uconn.edu

It’s easy to look at the stars and
imagine what places humanity
can eventually discover, but there’s
a few places closer to home that I
think are worth some further in-
vestigation. If we suddenly get the
ability to jump light years across
space like in “Star Wars,” my first
pick is Jupiter.

We currently know that the great
gas giant has about 100 moons, and
while that’s a far cry from Saturn’s
285, it’s the content that matters.
The original four Galilean moons
(as in, those discovered by Galileo

Galilei) are all bigger than Pluto
and some have a solid chance of
being the home to alien life, specifi-
cally Europa.

Furthermore, Jupiter’s Great
Red Spot (a massive storm bigger
than Earth) has been shrinking for
some time now. NASA suspects
that the main cloud layer of the
storm is made of ammonia, which
is also an important piece of alien
life in “Project Hail Mary.” Who
knows, maybe Weir was right!
by Max Muller
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If T were to pick the second plan-
et that humanity should travel to,

I wouldn’t actually pick a planet
because the only correct choice is
inhabiting the Sun. My reasoning
isalittle convoluted, but I think our
future will likely mirror the evolu-
tion of plants.

Right now, humanity is like
bacteria; the vast majority of our
energy has to be produced manu-
ally and we are slow at collecting
nutrients. In the future, I think that
we will have “leaf” colonies sta-
tioned around the sun which share
energy with the “roots,” which are
settlements on different planets. By
specializing these different colo-
nies, we will more efficiently gain
control of our future and the stars.
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I feel like humanity can visit
all the planets in the solar sys-
tem. However, the planet human-
ity needs to visit is Venus. It may
sound ironic since Venus is in-
habitable for human beings, but
Venus is inhabitable for a reason.
For eons, Venus’s atmosphere has
been dominated by carbon diox-
ide, causing its temperature to be
as high as 900 degrees Fahrenheit.
Because Venus is hot enough to
melt lead, oceans are non-existent,
the ground is nothing but rocks
and the sky’s engulfed in thick

cloud layers.

Why did I mention all this?
Well, Earth’s currently on track
to becoming Venus. For the past
few decades, temperatures have
been skyrocketing and the oceans
have been getting warmer. This
is because the use of fossil fuels is
increasing the amount of carbon
dioxide in Earth’s atmosphere. If
humanity visits Venus, then they
can physically see the damage that
greenhouse gas emissions have
done to the planet. When they see
the damage, humanity might wake
up and start crafting solutions to
fight climate change and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions to save
Earth and its luscious environ-
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Sweet nibblets Hannah Mon-
tanais 20!

Happy Hannahversary! If
you're anything like me and Han-
nah Montana was your childhood
when this special started to be
teased, you were probably feeling
insanely nostalgic and maybe a bit
stunned at it being 20 years since
the show aired (at 22 this has me
feeling like I'm practically in the
retirement home). The “Hannah
Montana 20th Anniversary Spe-
cial” was a way to make sure every
fan who grew up with the show
was honored in a way a concert
wouldn’t be able to.

The special was for some rea-
son hosted by Alex Cooper of the
“Call Her Daddy” podcast. I have
nothing against Cooper — I don’t
know much about her and I don’t
listen to her podcast, but she makes
absolutely no sense for this special.
Sure, she was a fan of the show,
but so were millions of people, and
I think she could’ve just done a
podcast episode with Miley Cyrus
and saved the special for the people
who were actually involved in the
show.

With that, the special was miss-
ing a lot of people and although it
felt like a nostalgic overload, I think
they could’ve done so much more
with it. Emily Osment, Mitchell
Musso and Jason Earles were all
main characters on the show yet
were absent from the special, and
they each probably had their rea-
sons, but at that point it would be
best to do the special when every-
oneis available.

The special opens with Cyrus
performing “The Best of Both
Worlds” and then transitions into
her touring the famous set of the
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show where everything was set up
like it never left.

As the interview starts, Cooper
asks how the special came to be
and Cyrus says if she learned any-
thing from Dolly Parton, it’s that
“if you start saying something is
happening it'll happen”, so in in-
terviews she started teasing a spe-
cial when nothing was actually in
the works, which I think is iconic
as hell. Cooper then asked what it
was like auditioning for the show.
Cyrus said she didn’t want the role
that bad as she was on a cheer team
that she didn’t want to lose her spot
on and had a school crush that she
wanted to get back home to in Ten-
nessee.

Cyrus’ mom, Tish, was very
present in the special, as they ex-
plored Hannah’s insane closet that
everyone wanted after watching
the show. Her mom was an inte-
gral part of the fashion in the show
and had a vision for both Miley and
Hannah as charactersand was able
to differentiate between what was
more Hannah and what was more
Miley. They played in the closet
pulling out iconic pieces from dif-
ferent outfits throughout the show
and honestly, I think most of them
are on trend and could be worn to-
day with no questions asked.

The special cut back to the pre-
recorded concert, during which
Cyrus sings both “This is the Life”
and “The Climb” which will always
give me chills. One thing about this
special is that a lot has happened in
Cyrus’ life between family drama,
the VM As with Robin Thicke and
the Liam Hemsworth of it all, but
in this special she looks so good
and so happy. I'd like to think com-
ing back to celebrate the thing that
made her allowed for some healing,
but what do I know?

And speaking of healing, Cyrus’
father Billy Ray Cyrus, who also

played with her on-screen dad,
made an appearance. Cyrus ex-
pressed that it means a lot for him
to be there because their relation-
ship meant a lot to viewers. In talk-
ing with her dad, they agreed that
even though the show wasn’t writ-
ten for them, it still felt like it was.
“It was art imitating life imitat-
ing art.” Billy Ray Cyrus said. The
pair then tried to remember their
handshake from the show before
sitting at the Stewart kitchen table
to run through a scene together.
Also, in her sit down with Coo-
per, Cyrus said that in her infa-
mous love triangle with Jake and
Jesse she would pick Jake, but
only because the actor has said
nice things to the press about her.
She also confirmed that she dated
Dylan Sprouse at one point. She
also explained how Taylor Swift
ended up in the Hannah Montana
movie and said that they were
looking for someone who would
realistically be playing in a barn,
which was “Fearless” era Swift
to a T. And a fun fact, Swift wrote

the finale song “You Always Find
Your Way Back Home” for the
movie, which I need a duet of her
and Cyrus singing immediately.
Another notable cameo was
Selena Gomez, who played Mikay-
la in the show. Seeing the Disney
girls doing well makes my heart
so happy. Jamal Sim, who choreo-
graphed “Hoedown Throwdown”
from “Hannah Montana: The
Movie,” was visited by Cyrus to
do the dance and she’s still got it.
Next up, Chappell Roan made an
appearance, which was hilarious
considering her current controver-
sies, and while I love Roan, why
was she there? T get that she does
the whole Hannah Montana dou-
ble life thing, but it was so random.
As the special came to a close,
Cyrus opened up about finding
herself without the wig and said
that she used to think of Hannah
Montana as something separate
from herself, and from doing this
special she’s been able to reclaim
both parts of herself, Hannah and
Miley. She said she is proudest of
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who she’s become as a person and
that she’s always stayed true to her
heart.

Andtoend the special, Cyrusleft
the set recreating one of her iconic
moments from the show when she
waved goodbye to the house. She
walked over to a different part of
the lot to sing a brand-new song
called “Younger You,” which is
releasing on Friday and will prob-
ably be my new sob song,.

Overall, T really enjoyed the
special. I think they could’ve had
some better cameos considering
who came to the premiere, but
other than that it was everything
I could’ve wanted for a celebration
of something that was so defining
a lot of people’s childhood, mine
included. T appreciate that Cyrus
wanted to do something and truly
went all out for it because there are
some celebrities who won’t even
acknowledge where they got their
start. And hey, I think I've been
sleeping on Cyrus’ music, so let me
go get those streams up for my girl.

Rating: 4.5/5 Stars

The cast of of Hannah Montana pose together for a photo at the premiere of the 20th anniver-
sary special. This was a highly anticipated reunion for many Hannah Montana fans.
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