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UCONNIC Music Festival,
the annual concert orga-
nized by the Student Union
Board of Governors, was
held outside at Founders
Green on Friday, April 17.

This year’s iteration
brought a variety of open-
ing artists, ranging from the
student DJs, DJ Meow and
DJ Rytm, Storrs-based rock
band Tweed Sugar and Phil-
adelphia indie artist Noah
Richardson. The headlining
artist capping it all off was
American rapper Quavo,
frontman of the now-dis-
bandedhip-hopgroupMigos.

The concert typically oc-
curs in Gampel Pavilion,

hich is currently undergo-
ing renovations. This year’s
concert would have been
held with rain or shine, but
it worked out with comfort-
able 60-degree weath-
er and a light breeze.

Behzad Qurbani, a
sixth-semester nurs-
ing student, said
he hasn’t attended

UCONNIC since

second semes-

ter, when Swae Lee
as the opener, and
it was held at Gampel.

“Compared to Gampel,
the energy was still there,”
Qurbani said. “I don’t think
that changed anything.”

The outdoor location right
by the Wilbur Cross Build-
ing allowed for food ven-
dors like Lizzie’s Curbside
to sell food to attendees.
There were also free activi-
ties from the sponsors, like
a CapCut photo booth and
samples of Vitamin Water,
to accompany the music.

“The free stuff wasn’t
bad; it was kind of trouble-
some holding everything,”
Qurbani said. “It was nice
to see all the sponsors
that helped for the event.”

Mikayla Robinson, an
eighth-semester cogni-
tive science major, said the
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Apple TV’s newest se-
ries “Margo’s Got Money

Troubles” is a show made
for women, by women and
should be moved to the top of
every college girl’s watchlist.

The show is about Margo,
whose mother (Michelle
Pfeiffer) is an ex-Hooters
waitress and whose father
(Nick Offerman)is an ex-pro-
fessional wrestler. Margo is
a recent college dropout and
aspiring writer, whose life
takes a sharp turn when she
finds out she’s pregnant with
her former professor’s baby.

The plot is quietly refresh-
ing, yet so grounded. Often-
times in media, the choice
of a woman to get an abor-
tion is depicted as power-
ful, but this show recognizes
that deciding to keep the
baby and become a moth-
er is equally empowering.

Elle Fanning plays Margo
in a way that feels exquisite-
ly natural. A lot of her per-
formance comes through in
the small moments of hesita-
tion, exhaustion and trying
to cope when things start to
spiral. You can physically
feel the gap between who
Margo thought she’d be-
come and where she finds
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earlier portion of the con-
cert was underwhelming.

“I liked it being outside,
I just wish they had more
stuff to do,” Robinson said.

Students with tickets en-
tered the fenced-off green
through gateways covered
with fairy lights. As stu-
dents trickled in at 7 p.m., DJ
Meow and DJ Rytm spun hits
from Paramore, Daft Punk,
Chief Keef, Future and more
to get the energy up. Their
set lasted until 7:30 p.m., but
they returned to play dur-
ing the transition periods
between the later artists.

Afterward, Tweed Sugar
performed an electric set
filled with indie rock jams.
Each song brought a unique
mix of fiery guitar riffs and
heavy drumming, with vo-
cals conveying a sense of
ache and longing. The band
played multiple songs off
their latest EP, “7 Let-
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Word,”
like “Dr.
Messina”
“After Awhile.”

Noah Richardson
was next to take the stage
as night closed in on the
green, and he came with a
full supporting band that
transformed his indie-pop
sound into heavier alter-
native country. The crowd
grew bigger as he let out one
passionate belt after anoth-
er, with his voice resonating
through the area. Among
the songs performed was
“Tangerine” and a cover of

and

herself ending up.

One of the great-
est strengths of the
show is how it cap-
tures the strength
of female friend-
ships. It recog-
nizes that they’re
not perfect and are
sometimes uncom-
fortable but are still
crucial and some-
thing every woman
has been a part of.

It also takes on
more serious top-
ics, especially in
the power dynamic
between students
and professors and
how easily it can be
taken advantage of.
The relationship
at the center of the
story isn’t roman-
ticized at all. In-
stead, it shows how
easily those situa-
tions can become
complicated and
harmful, especially
when one person is
much more power-
ful than the other.

The creative team
behind the series
is largely female,
with executive pro-
ducers like Elle
Fanning, Dakota
Fanning and Ni-

Tears for Fears’ “Everybody
Wants to Rule the World.”
Toward the end of the set,
Richardson brought An-
gelica Whitney, who helped
organize the event and was
taking pictures, on the stage
to sing her “Happy Birth-
day.” The crowed joined
in for the special moment,
which Richardson followed
with a quick performance
of “7 Minutes in Heaven.”
Whitney stayed on stage
and got the crowd jumping
around as Richardson sang.
At 9 p.m., Quavo’s D] took
control of the crowd with a
series of popular hip-hop
bangers. He built anticipa-
tion for the headliner, getting
everyone to sing along and
keep their hands in the air.
Finally, Quavo appeared
30 minutes later. After
paying homage to Take-
off, a former member of
Migos who was killed in
2022, he instantly whipped
the crowd into a frenzy.
Quavo performed songs
spanning his solo material,
his work
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with Migos and some of his

biggest features. Among

the hits from Migos were

“Walk It Talk It” and “Open

It Up,” which both got the

crowd jumping around.

Everyone got especially

loud for Travis Scott and

Young Thug’s “Pick Up the

Phone” and Post Malone’s

“Congratulations,” where

Quavo featured on both.
Toward the end, Quavo

performed the Migos song

“Bad and Boujee.” A

chorus of voices

could be heard

singing the

opening

words,

“Rain -

drop,

drop

to P, ”»

and a

sea of

phones

were

out to

re-
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cord the moment.

Elizabeth Charles, a sec-

ond-semester allied health

major, said this was her
first UCONNIC and

was particularly excited

to see Quavo perform.

“I obviously love Quavo.

I was ready,” Charles said.

“When he sang ‘Hand-

some And Wealthy, that

was my favorite part.”

Jason Ramirez, a second-

semester sports manage-

ment major, said he showed

up early to take

advantage of the

available food

and spent

the night

with his

friends.

“ I t

was bet-

ter than I

thought,

honestly,”

Ramirez

said. “When

[Quave] played

‘Pick Up the

Phone,’ that

was my favorite

part. Everybody

jumping up

and down,

Headliners perform at UConnic on April 17, 2026 at Founders Green. The night included
sets from Tweed Sugar, Noah Richardson and Quavo.
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cole Kidman helping
shape the direction
of the show. That in-
fluence is noticeable,
as the story doesn’t
feel filtered or gen-
eralized, but instead

very intentional
in how it portrays
women’s experi-
ences, relationships
and challenges.

Additionally, the
show is visually

unique. The warm,
softer color palette
gives it a more inti-
mate feel, which cor-
responds with how
personal the story is.

Another thing the
show does well is
depict what it’s actu-
ally like to struggle
financially. Margo’s
situation feels con-
stant and stress-
ful in a way that’s
very believable.

“Margo’s Got
Money Troubles”
captures what it is
to be a young wom-
an and should be
required watch-
ing for everyone.

A poster for the ‘Margo’s Got Money Troubles’ show. The show released in 2026 on Apple TV.
PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB
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