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ICE DETENTION OF CHESHIRE
STUDENT SPARKS OUTRAGE AMONG
CONNECTICUT OFFICIALS

by Juliana Assis
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
kmm24006@uconn.edu

A Cheshire High School stu-
dent known as “Rihan” was
detained by U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement on
April 6, prompting widespread
concern and various levels of
outrage from Connecticut of-
ficials.

The student and his fam-
ily are being identified only by
their first names currently for
safety reasons.

Nineteen-year-old Rihan is
the son of “Zia,” an Afghan
interpreter who worked along-

Cheshire High School in Cheshire, Conn. A student who attends the school was recently arrested by ICE agents.
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side the United States Armed
Forces. After assisting U.S.
operations abroad, Zia and his
family relocated to the United
States in 2024 under a human-
itarian visa, according to CT
Mirror

In July 2025, Zia was picked
up by ICE on his way to a
scheduled immigration ap-
pointment in East Hartford,
Conn. and was held at a de-
tention center in Plymouth,
Mass., for months. He was not
able to return home until Octo-
ber 2025.

Less than a year later, ICE
agents detained Rihan as he
was leaving his home with his

uncle. Rihan is now being held
in the same Plymouth facil-
ity where his father was de-
tained, according to Gov. Ned
Lamont’s statement at a press
conference held on April 10.

Lamont described Rihan as
a high-achieving and ambi-
tious student, the opposite of
who ICE should be targeting.

“He is an ‘A’ student. He
loves science, wants to be a
cardiologist,” Lamont said.
“I think that means you're
whip-smart and you have a big
heart.”

State officials questioned the
rationale behind the detention,
particularly given Rihan’s lack

of a criminal record. State At-
torney General William Tong
challenged the broader impact
of such enforcement actions.

“How does this make us
more safe as a state, as a people,
as a country?” Tong asked dur-
ing the press conference. “It
doesn’t.”

Tong went further, criticiz-
ing what he described as sys-
temic issues within immigra-
tion enforcement practices.

“This is not about criminals,
this is about quotas,” Tong said.
“This is about ICE agents try-
ing to fill their numbers, and
destroying a family in the pro-
cess.”
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Sen. Richard Blumenthal
was amongst those present at
the press conference. He joined
the other officials in condemn-
ing the detention and calling for
accountability.

The case has intensified de-
bate over federal immigration
enforcement priorities, partic-
ularly when applied to individ-
uals with humanitarian protec-
tions and no criminal history.

Advocates and public of-
ficials continue to call for Ri-
han’s release, arguing that his
situation reflects broader con-
cerns about fairness, policy
implementation and the cost of
immigration enforcement.
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