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George Gordon Byron,
the sixth Baron Byron,
was Regency England’s
quintessential playboy.
A talented poet and writ-
er, he left a legacy that
has endured through the
years, and the term “Byro-
nic hero” remains in use.
Commonly referred to as
Lord Byron, the man was a
leading figure in Britain’s
period of romanticism and
would go on to live and
die by those idealistic ro-
mantic beliefs on April 19,
1824, fighting in the Greek
Wars of Independence.

Byron was born in Aber-
deen, Scotland in 1788. His
father died when he was
three years old, and he
would go on to inherit the
title of Lord after his un-
cle’s death in 1798. During
his childhood and into his
adolescence, he saw vari-
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ous medical
profession-
als seek-
ing to cor-
rect his club
foot, a con-
genital condi-
tion which
turned one
of his feet
inward,
forcing him
to walk on
the side of it.

Today, health-
care professionals can
correct this condition

with nonsurgical methods
and a minor procedure,
but in Byron’s day it was a
significant source of men-
tal and physical anguish.

Byron would go on to
study at Trinity College in
Cambridge, but most of his
time wasn’t spent hitting the
books. Instead, he pursued
passionate relationships
with both men and women
and accumulated debts. The
first few publications of his
work, “Hours of Idleness”
and “English Bards and
Scotch Reviewers,” were
not well-received by crit-
ics, and it wasn’t until af-
ter completing his master’s
degree and traveling across
the Mediterranean that he
became acclaimed for his
work. “Childe Harold’s Pil-
grimage” was a collection of
poems based on his travels
that helped earn him fame.

After returning to Eng-
land for some time, Byron
married Anne Isabella Mil-
banke, an intelligent young
woman with a talent for
mathematics. In a letter to
her aunt, Byron would ac-
tually call her his “Princess

of Parallelograms.” Their
marriage was turbulent and
affected by Byron’s gam-
bling debts. Soon after the
birth of her daughter, Lady
Byron sought a legal sep-
aration on the grounds
of cruelty and the in-
cestual relations By-
ron had with his
half-sister Augus-

ta. Their daugh-
ter, Ada Lovelace,
was a mathemati-
cal prodigy and
would go on

to be remem-
bered as the
first computer

programmer.

After the
couple’s sepa-
ration, Byron

left England for
Geneva, Swit-
zerland, to es-
cape further
scandal. It was in
Switzerland that
he spent time with
Percy and Mary
Shelly and would
suggest that every-
one write ghost stories,
which eventually lead
to the writing and pub-
lication of “Frankenstein:
The Modern Prometheus.”
From Switzerland, he
traveled to Italy, where he
had an affair with Count-
ess Teresa Guiccioli. After-
ward, he reached Greece,
where he valiantly sup-
ported the rebellion against
the Ottoman Turks. It was
here that he financially
supported the Greek Army
and fought as a soldier. By-
ron fell ill while training
with troops in the cold and
died of a fever shortly after.
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There’s no better work that
flawlessly combines romance,
drama and humor than Shake-
speare’s “Twelfth Night,”
and this past weekend, the
University of Connecticut’s
Dramatic Producing, Acting,
Writing Students (PAWS)
put on an incredible produc-
tion of it. Audiences had three
opportunities to watch this
marvelous show. All three
shows took place at the An-
dre Schenker Lecture Hall.

Dozens of students worked
together to bring “Twelfth
Night” to the stage. The play
was directed by Patrick Min-
nerly, a fourth-semester po-
litical science and English
double major who is also the
associate opinion editor at The
Daily Campus. There were
five students who worked
on the production’s creative
team: Laysha Abikarram,
stage manager, Melanie Mo-
resi, technical director, Kim
Langlais, prop designer, April
Bitetti, costume designer and
Aslin Wolfe, prop master.

There was also a cast fea-
turing 13 students. The lead-
ing roles, Viola and Sebas-
tian, were played by Zelda
Zynszajn, a second-semester
acting major, and Adlien
Ekman, a second-semes-
ter student who’s currently
on the pre-teaching track
for elementary education.

Emily Bonner, a second-se-
mester environmental science
studentwho played Fabianand
Valentine, said she had a great
time being in the student cast.

“It was a very fun ex-
perience,” Bonner
said. “I'm glad I did it.”

“Twelfth Night” encom-
passes a mixture of jocosity
and seriousness. It tells the
story of twins Viola and Se-
bastian, who get in a ship-
wreck. Both twins survive,
but they get separated from

each other. In the story, Viola
disguises herself as a man and
ends up falling for Duke Orsi-
no. Orsino, however, is in love
with Olivia, and sends Viola
to wingman on his behalf.

Throughout the play, many
complicated relationships
evolve. Towards the end of
it, all these relationships are
magnificently untangled.

Each character in the
production has their own
unique personality. Viola
and Olivia(played by Amelie
Lambert), are both characters
more on the serious side. They
don’t have much playfulness.
However, their bold voices and
sharp body language make
them intriguing characters.

Orsino, played by Marc
DeBrito, a contributor at
The Daily Campus, is also a
sterner character. However,
he has some of the most vigor-
ous lines in the play. A chunk
of the lines he has are about
love and spirit. DeBrito did
an excellent job playing the
character. His Shakespearian
accent was impeccable, and
the determination he brought
to the stage was striking.

While some of “Twelfth
Night’s” characters have hu-
morless vibes, other charac-
ters have personalities full of
sarcasm and comedy. Those
characters are Feste the Fool,
played by Alyssa Cook, Sir
Andrew Aguecheek, played
by Emma Ho, and Sir Toby
Belch, played by Lara Gordon.

Feste the Fool is an “all-
seriousness-aside” charac-
ter who brings nothing but
satire to everything he says.
In the play, he performs up-
roarious acts. One of those
acts is foolishly posing as
an elderly traveler. There
are also various moments
where Feste the Fool sings
in a highly flat tone. Cook’s
performance was on point,
and filled the lecture hall
with hilarity and amusement.

Like Feste the Fool, Sir An-
drew Aguecheek and Sir Toby
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Portrait of Lord George Gordon Byron, the sixth
Baron Byron. Byron died of iliness while training
with troops.
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Students in UConn’s Dramatic Producing, Acting, Writing Students (PAWS) rehearse for Shake-
speare’s “Twelfth Night.” Dramatic PAWS put on a production of “Twelfth Night” this past
weekend.
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Belch were characters that
made the audience snicker
every time they appeared.
They’re drunk in every bit
of the play, and their behav-
ior frequently irritates other
characters. One scene that dis-
plays this is when they fool-
ishly dance to one of Feste the
Fool’s songs. Olivia and a few
other characters become livid
by their dancing, resulting
in them chasing the two men
all around the lecture hall.

While “Twelfth Night” is
mostly full of comedy, it has
scenes that aren’t diverting.
Thereareafewmomentswhere
characters such as Olivia and
Orsino argue with each other,
andtherearesomeswordfights.

Overall, the play was tre-
mendously stirring. Each
student in the cast did a fan-
tastic job portraying their
characters’ personalities.

Cana Kumi, an eighth-
semester psychology and

economics student, said
she enjoyed the show.

“I thought it was really
good,” Kumi said. “All the per-
formances were really nice.”

Kumi also said she loved
the fact that she got to see
a Shakespeare production.

“It was nice to see a Shake-
speare play,” Kumi said.
“There have been other pro-
ductions they’ve done. But
for this one, I really like
how it all came together.”



