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US MILITARY SAYS IT WILL BLOCK-
ADE IRANIAN PORTS AFTER CEASEFIRE 

TALKS ENDED WITHOUT AGREEMENT
(AP) — President Donald 

Trump on Sunday said the 
U.S. Navy would swiftly begin 
a blockade of ships entering or 
leaving the Strait of Hormuz, 
after U.S.-Iran ceasefire talks 
in Pakistan ended without an 
agreement.

U.S. Central Command an-
nounced that it will blockade 
all Iranian ports beginning 
Monday at 10 a.m. EDT, or 
5:30 p.m. in Iran.

CENTCOM said the block-
ade will be “enforced impar-
tially against vessels of all 
nations.” It said it would still 
allow ships traveling between 
non-Iranian ports to transit 
the Strait of Hormuz.

Trump wants to weaken 
Iran’s key leverage in the war 
after demanding that it re-
open the strait to all global 
traffic on the waterway that 
was responsible for 20% of 
global oil shipping before 
fighting began.

Traffic in the Strait has 
been limited even in the days 
since the ceasefire. Marine 
trackers say over 40 commer-
cial ships have crossed since 
the start of the ceasefire.

A U.S. blockade could fur-
ther rattle global energy mar-
kets.

Oil prices rose in early mar-
ket trading on Sunday after 
the blockade announcement. 
The price of U.S. crude rose 
8% to $104.24 a barrel, and 
Brent crude oil, the inter-
national standard, rose 7% 
to $102.29. Brent crude cost 
roughly $70 per barrel before 
the war in late February.

Iran says ‘if you fight, we 
will fight’

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard 
later said the strait remained 
under Iran’s “full control” 
and was open for non-mil-
itary vessels, but military 
ones would get a “forceful 
response,” two semi-official 
Iranian news agencies re-
ported.

During the 21-hour talks, 
the U.S. military said two 
destroyers had transited the 
strait ahead of mine-clearing 
work, a first since the war be-
gan. Iran denied it.

Trump’s plan to use the 
Navy to block the strait is un-
realistic and he will have to 
concede on some issues with 
Iran, said Andreas Krieg, a 
senior lecturer in security 
studies at Kings College Lon-
don. “There isn’t any tool in 
the toolbox in terms of the 
military lever that he could 
use to get his way,” Krieg 
said.

Trump said Tehran’s nucle-

ar ambitions were at the core 
of the talks’ failure. In com-
ments to Fox News, he again 
threatened to strike civilian 
infrastructure.

Parliament speaker Mo-
hammad Bagher Qalibaf, who 
led Iran’s side, addressed 
Trump in a new statement 

on his return to Iran: “If you 
fight, we will fight.”

No word on what happens 
after ceasefire expires

The face-to-face talks that 
ended early Sunday were the 
highest-level negotiations 
between the longtime rivals 
since the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion.

Neither indicated what will 
happen after the ceasefire ex-
pires on April 22.

“We need to see an affir-
mative commitment that they 
will not seek a nuclear weap-
on,” said Vice President JD 
Vance, leading the U.S. side.

Iranian negotiators could 
not agree to all U.S. “red 
lines,” said a U.S. official who 

spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because they were not 
authorized to describe posi-
tions on the record. These in-
cluded Iran never obtaining a 
nuclear weapon, ending ura-
nium enrichment, disman-
tling major enrichment facili-
ties and allowing retrieval of 

its highly enriched uranium, 
along with opening the Strait 
of Hormuz and ending fund-
ing for Hamas, Hezbollah and 
Houthi rebels.

Iranian officials said talks 
fell apart over two or three 
key issues, blaming what 
they called U.S. overreach. 
Qalibaf, who noted progress 
in negotiations, said it was 
time for the United States “to 
decide whether it can gain 
our trust or not.”

Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar said his country 
will try to facilitate a new 
dialogue in the coming days. 
Iran said it was open to con-
tinuing dialogue, state-run 
IRNA news agency reported.

The European Union 
urged further diplomatic ef-
forts. The foreign minister of 
Oman, located on the Strait 
of Hormuz’s southern coast, 
called for parties to “make 
painful concessions.” The 
Kremlin said Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin “empha-

sized his readiness” to help 
bring about a diplomatic set-
tlement in a call with Iran’s 
president.

Iran’s nuclear program is a 
key sticking point

Iran’s nuclear program 
was at the center of tensions 
long before the U.S. and Is-
rael launched the war on Feb. 
28. The fighting has killed 
at least 3,000 people in Iran, 
2,055 in Lebanon, 23 in Isra-
el and more than a dozen in 
Gulf Arab states, and dam-
aged infrastructure in half a 
dozen countries.

Tehran has long denied 
seeking nuclear weapons but 
insists on its right to a civil-
ian nuclear program. The 

landmark 2015 nuclear deal, 
which Trump later pulled the 
U.S. out of, took well over a 
year of negotiations. Experts 
say Iran’s stockpile of en-
riched uranium, though not 
weapons-grade, is only a short 
technical step away.

An Iranian diplomatic offi-
cial, speaking on condition of 
anonymity because of the sen-
sitivity of closed-door talks, 
denied that negotiations had 
failed over Iran’s nuclear am-
bitions.

Inside Iran, there was new 
exhaustion and anger after 
months of unrest that began 
with nationwide protests 
against economic issues and 
then political ones, followed 
by weeks of sheltering from 
U.S. and Israeli bombard-
ment.

“We have never sought war. 
But if they try to win what 
they failed to win on the bat-
tlefield through talks, that’s 
absolutely unacceptable,” Mo-
hammad Bagher Karami said 
in Tehran.

Elsewhere in the region, 
airstrikes calmed over the 
past day except in Lebanon.

More questions as Israel 
presses ahead in Lebanon

Iran’s 10-point proposal for 
the talks called for a halt to 
Israeli strikes on the Iranian-
backed Hezbollah in Lebanon. 
Israel has said the ceasefire 
did not apply there, but Iran 
and Pakistan said it did.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu visited parts 
of southern Lebanon under 
Israeli control on Sunday, for 
the first time since the current 
fighting. Attacks on south-
ern Lebanon have intensified 
alongside the ground inva-
sion renewed after Hezbollah 
launched rockets toward Is-
rael in the war’s opening days.

Negotiations between Israel 
and Lebanon are expected to 
begin Tuesday in Washing-
ton after Israel’s surprise an-
nouncement authorizing talks 
despite their lack of official re-
lations. Israel wants Lebanon 
to assume responsibility for 
disarming Hezbollah, but the 
militant group has survived 
efforts to curb its strength for 
decades.

The day the Iran ceasefire 
deal was announced, Israel 
pounded Beirut with air-
strikes, killing more than 
300 people, according to the 
Health Ministry.

Lebanon’s state-run Na-
tional News Agency reported 
six people were killed Sunday 
in Maaroub village near the 
coastal city of Tyre.

Women walk past a banner depicting the late Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
who was killed in the U.S. and Israel strikes on Feb. 28, in northern Tehran, Iran, Sunday, April 
12, 2026. 
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